
Numbers 9,10              3-25-09
“Red Light, Green Light!”

I. INTRO:
A. Salvador Dali reports that when he needs a short nap, he puts a tin plate on the floor, 

then sits on a chair beside it and, holding a spoon over the plate, relaxes into a doze. 
At the precise moment of the onset of sleep, the spoon slips from his fingers, clatters onto 
the plate, and he snaps awake. Dali claims that he is completely refreshed by the sleep 
which occurs between the time the spoon leaves his hand and the time it hits the plate. :-)

B. A pastor once said, “I am not going to take a vacation this summer; the devil never does!”  
To which the response was, “Whose example are we following, Jesus’ or the devils?” 

C. “There is no music in a rest, but there is the making of music in it.”

D. Let’s play catch up: Children of Israel left Egypt; accepted a covenant w/God; rested 
near Sinai (full year). Now prepared to move on to conquer Canaan: They took a census; 
organized an army; organized their priests; purified their camp; dedicated certain 
people & offerings; & now are ready to celebrate their 1st Passover since Egypt.

II. CHAPTER 9! (CH.9)
A. 2ND PASSOVER! (1-14)
B. Commandments to Obey! (1-5)
C. Passover - the annual reminder, that God had redeemed Israel from bondage & they 

belonged to Him.
1. Reminds us of the 1000’s of lambs that gave their life so man would obey God
2. Reminds us of the Lamb of God who died for the whole world.
3. Reminded them also that God’s deliverance has meaning in the desert as well 

as it did in Egypt; as well as it will in the wilderness, & in Canaan. 
4. Redemption by blood is the foundation of all Christian experience!

a) 1 Cor.5:7 For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.

D. Exceptions to Consider! (6-14)
E. When you’re not sure of something, stand & wait on the direction from the Lord.

1. In this case God didn’t want folks to miss out on worshipping Him.
2. So, He sets up a 2nd chance Passover a month later. :-)
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F. The Legalist makes no exceptions, & the Antichrist makes everything an exception; but 
the child of God waits on the Lord for his orders.
1. Each problem in life is an opportunity to learn how to wait on God & discover 

His will. 
2. Don’t fear exceptions! Our job is to be obedient even if what we do does not 

always appear to be consistent. (www)

G. (14) Stranger - We too were once strangers. Eph.2:19 Now, therefore, you are no longer 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.

H. Leadings to Follow! (15-23)
I. Remember playing Red light, Green light as a child?
J. God would choose which campground they’d stay a next. He decided when they were to 

march. He would decide when they were to rest.
1. It was tender love that planned for them to rest for a whole year at Sinai.
2. The stops of a good man are ordered by the Lord as well as his steps.1

K. (19) The ultimate test of obedience. Waiting!
1. However uninviting & sweltering hot the location; However trying to flesh & 

patience; However boring & wearisome to the impatient; However close 
their exposure to danger...there was no option but to remain encamped!!!

L. Sequence: Obeying the Lord(Keep, 2,3,5); Waiting on the Lord(8); Following the 
Lord(journey/camp).
1. God has His times & His routes, & we must watch for His leading.
2. “Never go in front of God, nor lag behind, nor hesitate to strike your tent if 

He leads on.” F.B.Meyer pg.67
M. By far the best way to know how to get somewhere is...to have someone who has been 

there before and knows the way.”

III. CHAPTER 10! (CH.10)
A. CLEARED FOR TAKE OFF! (1-13)
B. Like travelers on a long layover, they’ve been now cleared for take off.

1. Each knew his standard, his tribe, his role, his appointed place.
2. The soul must visit Sinai, but not live there!

a) It must journey forth to Hermon, Olivet, Calvary. 
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3. The slumbering church should hear the trumpet call today, & move out & 
evangelize the world.

C. Time to set out for their God-appointed inheritance. 
1. This would take them through an unknown land, a dangerous land, but God 

would give them the help they needed.

D. These are different from the shofar (rams horn).

E. The priests would use trumpets to communicate God’s will to the people.
1. Blow them would gather them together, move them forward, summon them 

to battle, sound an alarm, or call them to enjoy the feasts of the Lord.
2. They listened to the trumpets & watched the cloud, & were safe.

F. So God guided Israel’s movements 2 ways: one miraculous, one quite human.
1. 1st, God provided the cloud; 2nd, Aaron & the priests blew the trumpets when 

it was time to break camp.
2. The cloud reminded the people that God was ever-present to lead, guide, & 

inspire worship, & confidence.
3. Israel needed to realize their dependence on the Lord for their every 

movement. The trumpet blasts were to bring these truths to remembrance.
a) Today, His word is our cloud to move us, & my voice is to simply bring these 

truths to remembrance.
G. (12) Wilderness of Paran - just north of Sinai. [So only marched from 1 wilderness to another]

H. HIS BANNER OVER ME IS LOVE! (14-28)
I. There are 4 banners with 3 tribes represented under each.
J. These banners were worked with embroidery and beautifully ornamented.

1. S.S. 6:4 O my love, you are as beautiful as Tirzah, Lovely as Jerusalem, 
Awesome as an army with banners! 

K. Who will God’s hang a banner over?
1. Ps.60:4 You have given a banner to those who fear You, That it may be 

displayed because of the truth.
L. What’s on God’s banner that he hangs over us?

1. S.S. 2:4 He brought me to the banqueting house, And his banner over me 
was love.
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M. COME WITH US! (29-32)
N. (29) We should give this same invitation to our friends, “We are setting out for the place 

of which the Lord said.”

O. Lessons from Hobab (brother of Zipporah, Moses’ wife)
1. Moses asked him to come with Israel & share his “wilderness wisdom!”
2. Hobab’s wisdom didn’t take the place of God’s leading. Rather, Hobab 

assisted in the everyday problems of a people who were not accustomed to 
wilderness life. (www)
a) An invaluable guide knows: Where the shade was, water, best routes, safety.
b) Ex: our guide in Thailand - Dr. Greg Ghironzi/blisters.

3. God promises to guide us, but that doesn’t mean we should be deaf to the 
wisdom of experienced people.
a) A sailboat uses both wind against it sails & a rudder for direction to get to its 

destination!
4. Hobab did Israel good, & Israel brought good to him. (Judges 1:16; 4:11)

a) What a sweet blessing in vs.32.

P. Prayer: Coming & Going! (33-36)
Q. Wherever God’s finger points, His hand will clear a way!
R. Moses prayed to God when the people marched & when God told them to stop.

1. Good example for us to follow as we move through each day.
2. Prayer ought to begin & end our every day, every meal, every enterprise, 

every journey, every going out & every coming in!
3. Going out - asking for His guidance & guardian care. 

a) We are traveling through hostile lands. Where foes seek to rob us, wound us, & 
even destroy us.

b) Q: Can we do w/o God once we reach our resting place? Q: Don’t we need our 
Gods help inside the walls of our homes, as we do outside in our world?

4. Coming in - His presence is our security, our treasure, our glory, our joy.

S. Well, Israel appeared quite capable of moving on to achieve the conquest of the Promise 
Land. They were organized; had civil & religious leadership; God was with them (most 
vital asset) Only they could stop their March to glory,...which is exactly what happened!
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