
Numbers 7,8              3-18-09
“Leaders, Lamps, & Levites!”

I. INTRO:
A. The Law of Small Potatoes - Many years ago, the Chinese farmers theorized that they 

could eat their big potatoes and keep the small potatoes for seed. Consequently, they 
ate the big potatoes and planted the small potatoes. As a result of this practice for many 
years, the Chinese farmers made the startling discovery: nature had reduced all their 
potatoes to the size of marbles. A new understanding of the law of life came to these 
farmers. They learned through bitter experience that they could not have the best things 
of life for themselves and use the leftovers for seed. The law of life decreed that the 
harvest would reflect the planting.
1. When it comes to generosity are you small potatoes?

B. Ch’s 7-9 wrap up their stay at Sinai, before they hit the wilderness, on the way to the 
Promise Land.
1. So they need to know how to transport the Tabernacle & furniture. 
2. Wagons were made to make this easier. (U-Haul’s of their day)

II. LEADERS & THEIR GIFTS! (Ch.7)
A. OXCARTS! (1-9)
B. This chapter points back to a month earlier when the Tabernacle had just been completed 

& dedicated. [Longest chapter in Numbers]

C. In preparation for the move from Sinai to the Promised Land the tribal leaders brought 
to the Lord gifts of 6 wagons and 12 oxen.

D. (9) Everybody but the Kohathites could use the carts for their work. 
1. They had to carry the Tabernacle furniture on their shoulders.
2. Often times others can help us bear our burdens(Gal.6:2), but sometimes 

where we have to bear our own load(Gal.6:5).
3. David disobeyed this law & brought judgment form God. (Uzzah)
4. Appl: Don’t refuse the burdens; God will enable you to carry them.
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E. DAY 1, FIRST LEADER! (10-17)
F. Leaders should always set the example in giving & these men did.

1. Q: Are you a leader in our church? Q: Leading in any way?
2. Set the example of generosity!

a) Auto maker Henry Ford was vacationing in Ireland when he was asked to 
contribute toward a new orphanage. Ford wrote a check for 2000 pounds, which 
made headlines in the local newspaper. But the paper inadvertently reported the 
gift as 20,000 pounds. The director of the orphanage apologized to Ford. “I’ll 
phone the editor straight away and tell him to correct the mistake,” he said. 
“There’s no need for that,” Ford replied, and promptly wrote a check for the 
additional 18,000 pounds.

G. DAY 2-12! (18-83)
H. The gifts were Voluntary - not by compulsion.
I. The gifts were Identical - All the remaining tribal leaders brought identical gifts, each on 

consecutive days. 
1. Giving was equal which prevented the possibility of any spirit of rivalry; 

instead realizing unity of purpose.
J. Yet in God’s eyes...The gifts were Individual. 

1. Otherwise, why would He take up so much precious space in Holy Scripture?
a) This could have been told in a few sentences. Yet, the elaborate attention to detail. 
b) Every man named, & every gift is recorded.

(1) So though it reveals unity of purpose, & equality of giving there is 
divine recognition & remarkable attention to individual devotion!

c) For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown 
toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. Heb 6:10

(1) If what we give is from the heart, presented for God’s glory, He sees 
it, & He will reward in His own time.

2. In God’s book of remembrance each alabaster box is noted by itself.
3. Other examples: 

a) David’s Mighty men in 2 Sam.23:8-39 - “The 3 Mighty men” & “the 30”.
b) Paul in Rom.16 - Paul mentions 27 people, & reveals an intimate knowledge of 

their family relationships & Christian service! (Diff. Ranks; Races; & Genders)

K. The gifts were Costly - all true gifts cost you something.
L. The gifts were Full - not only expensive, but both were full! (13)
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M. The gifts were Practical - to be used for the service of the tabernacle.
1. Appl: When we supply ministry tools for God’s servants, we also bring gifts 

to the Lord. (Ex: Women’s Retreat; Concrete Planters)

N. DEDICATION OFFERING! (84-89)
O. (89) Oh that we might hear the voice...from between the cherubim.

1. The same voice that Moses heard in the burning bush, is the same voice he 
now hears from the mercy Seat, is the same voice we hear in Mt.11:29 that 
said, “Learn of me!”

III. LAMPS & LEVITES! (Ch.8)
A. LAMPS! (1-4)
B. Why is this repeated here? Maybe because they’re preparing to leave Sinai & move 

toward the Promise Land. Thus to shine as lights in the world, i.e. as they traveled.

C. LEVITES! (5-26)
D. Lay hands on & offer them like a wave offering - (wave offering/special presentation to God)

1. Counterpart in NT Acts 13:3 Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on 
them, they sent them away.

E. Levites = set apart for the subordinate offices of the sanctuary service, as assistants to 
the priests. 
1. Not everybody is called to be a priest or a leader. 
2. Some are called to be helpers, such as the Levites.

a) Like the gift of helps mentioned in 1 Cor.12:28.
(1) It is very important & should never be despised. 

3. The soldier’s first article of faith is summed up nowhere more eloquently than 
in an 1865 letter from William Sherman to U. S. Grant: “I knew wherever I 
was that you thought of me, & if I got in a tight place you would come...if alive”

F. (7) These 2 steps sprinkling and shaving(actually trimming) represent outward purification.
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G. Levites were 1st of all given to the Lord as Substitutes for all the 1st born in Israel. 5-18
1. They represented all the other tribes.
2. Don’t forget those who represent you as they serve the Lord in different places

a) Your pastors, worship leaders, church staff; 
b) Missionaries (the Go’ers) that represent you (the Send’ers) abroad.
c) Heb.13:17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out 

for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not 
with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.

H. The Levites were 2nd of all given to the Lord as Servants. vs.19
I. (19) God considered the Levites as a gift to Aaron. 

1. We should be thankful for those God gives to help us in our work.

J. The Levites were 3rd presented to the Lord as Living/Sacrifices. vs.20-22

K. (20-26) They could continue to serve up to the age of 50 when they would retire but 
could return as assistants to the younger men (25-26). 
1. These limitations insured that the Levites would serve the Lord in the prime 

years of their lives.
2. Brain is not fully developed till age 25. [Making a Good Brain Great; Daniel Amen]
3. Still serving in the “golden years” ex: Zacharias in Luke 1:7,9 they were both 

well advanced in years. So it was, that while he was serving as priest before 
God in the order of his division, according to the custom of the priesthood, his 
lot fell to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. And the 
whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of incense. 

4. We can intercede as long as we live.

L. So there is retirement from work, just not from ministering to others!
1. So 50 year olds(and up!). God’s not done with you yet. His church needs you!
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